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* Dean Reavrn, 


HE reaſons wherefore I publiſh the things here- 
after written, are, that fall men (to whom the 
Lord ſball bring them) may ſee and hear what God hath 
done for my ſoul; and more eſpecially I have hoped that 
Ehoſe b have followed after righteouſneſs by works (as 
I-did), and are ready to faint, may be encouraged by my 
>xample to look only to the free mercies of God in the 
Wound and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and find peace. 
My eyes are now open to ſee how naturally men ſeem 
to believe they muſt prepare themſelves to come to Chriſt, 
and to heal (as it were) themſelves, and then to come to 
the Phyſician; not knowing that our Saviour wants no 
better preparation than for us to know we are poor, and 
miſerable, and blind, and naked, And without him can 
do nothing, but muſt periſh, It is becauſe J fee this (and 
find it wrong that any ſhould think as I have ſaid) that I 
have here written mine experience. O that our dear 
Lord Jeſus may bleſs it as a means of bringing others, 
who ate labouring in the fire, to come as they are, to 
Jeſus, who (I know) will heal all who come, of what- 
foever diſeaſe-they-have. 5 
It is true, our Saviour is talked of very often in our 
towns, and the preachers and the people mention his 
name often, and are called by his name, and. do- yet err 
in Iooking upon Jeſus only as a law-giver, ſuch a one as 
was Moſes : who taught the Iſraelites, Do this, and 
live.“ The generality of mankind do indeed believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt did die for us, but yet think we have 
alfo ſomewhat to do: thus making his offering not ſuffi- 
Lient, without our works joined thereto, They think — 
| we Ee ought 
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ſolutions, and give alms, and keep the commandments, 
that we may be good or righteous: and if when we come 
to die, we have not done enough, we are to look to 
Chriſt to make up what is deficient or VO us. 
This, I ſay, is the common opinion the world has re- 
ceived concerning the Lamb of God; and thus many 
preach, „not knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power 
od;“ thus it is that many poor fouls are taught to 
build on ſand; and when the day of trial comes, tod 
late they ſee their error. 3 „ 


eught to faſt, and pray, and repent, and make re- 


If we believe thus, ſurely we ſhew plainly we are 15 7 
aud 


norant of thoſe ſcriptures which prove man's works 
not make him good; but that it is the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to him, as it is written, Our righteouf: 
neſs is as filthy rags.“ And again, To him that work- 
Etz not, but believeth on God which juſtifieth the un- 
-odly, his faith is counted to him for righteouſneſs; but 
If our works could make us righteous, what was the Lamb 
flain for? Why did he die, if we could fave ourſelyes ? 
Or how are infants ſaved? Or men repenting on a deathe 
bed, or after the manner of the penitent thief ? We ma 
not ſay they are ſaved becauſe they were not ſinners, for 
all have finned and come ſhort of the glory of God.” 


We may not call even infants © innocent,” becauſe they 


were conceived in fin and born in iniquity. Neither may 
we ſay, becauſe of repentance dying men are faved, for 
then we make repenance a ſaviour. And we know the 


ſcripture ſaith, * I am the Saviour, ſaith the Lord, and 


there is none elſe.“ And again, There 1s none other 
name given under heaven, whereby men may be faved, 
but the name of Jeſus Chriſt,” What then muſt we fay 
of the ſalvation of infants, the penitent thief, and others 
who believe on a death-bed? why, we muſt own the 
Lord ſaved them freely, not for their works, but for his 
' own name's ſake. Becauſe it pleaſed the Father to love 
them, and becauſe Jeſus died for them, therefore are they 
and all ſaved, who are ſaved. 05 | 
| Tf we were brought to a ſtand, not knowing which to 
believe, whether falvation by works, or by a living faith 
only ia che blood of os would not eren the ſypgs 
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of the bleſſed ſpirits that are ſaved be enough to con- 
vince us? Do not all in heaven renounce their own 
righteouſneſs, and forbear to mention any thing they 
| have done, and caſt even the crowns, which the Lord 
gave them, down to the ground, ſaying, © Worthy is 
the Lamb to receive honour and bleſſing, who has re- 
deemed us by his own blood out of every nation and 
kindred and people ?** And in another place, ſpeaking 
of their triumphs, is it not thus written: They over- 
came him, i.e. the devil, by the blood of the Lamb?“ 
Alſo in the Hebrews the apoſtle ſpake of Jeſus, ſaying, 
„ He by himſelf having purged. our fins, for ever fat 
down at the right hand of the majeſty of God.” That 
word, by himſelf,” proves none other did or can help 
in our ſalvation. | | | 
When God gave the law of works ar commandments 
by Moſes, he did not give them that men might be ſaved 
by keeping the commandments, for he before knew that 
man was ſo far degenerated and gone from his original 
purity and ſtrength, that he could not keep one of all 
the commandments perfectly. *©* What!“ ſay ſome 
« did then God give the law to mock his creature? bid 
them do what he knew they could not, that he might 
take pleaſure in their fruitleſs labours? To this I an- 
ſwer, No: but out of love to men, God gave the law, 
that it might convince them of fin ; for he ſaid in giving 
of it, © Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things of the law to do them.“ Now when theſe words 
are applied to any man's heart, he ſees he is accurſed, 
knowing he hath not continued in all things of the law 
to do them; then is he awakened to ſee what a ſtate he 
is in, and thus the Jaw becomes a ſchoolmaſter to bring 
him to Chriſt, that he may find righteouſneſs in him, 
2 eſcape the juſt condemnation paſſed upon him for 
„An. ; | EX 5 | 
Till by the law the ſinger ſeeth he deſerves to be 
damned, he cannot come to Chriſt; but when he hears, 
If a man keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all, then is he convinced of fin, 
and groans under the weight ef it, and 1s heavy laden, 
and then 1s he invited to come is Carnt, Then Christ 


makes 


rr ent, . + 
makes himſelf known to him, and ſhews the poor ſoul 
«there is now no condemnation to him, becauſe he is 
in Chriſt Jefus;“ who is “ the end of the law for righ- 


teouſneſs to every one that believeth.“ | 


Whoſoe ver is taught by the law that he is accurſed, 

or under the curſe, and looks to Jeſus as poor and loſt, 

 _ &c. he ſhall not perith, be ſhall be ſaved. For this end 
Chriſt came, even “ to ſeek and ſave the loſt; and to 


call (not the righteous, but) ſinners to repentance.” * ? 

When our Saviour ſaw the fall, and how no man could 
turn to God, or make God amends, or himſelf righteous, 
then ſaid he to his Father, Lo! I come.“ He then put 
on a body of fleſh (in the fulneſs of time) like unto us, 


that in that body he might bear the fins of the world, and' 5 


make an atonement and ſatisfaction for the people's tranſ- 


grethons: and was alſo obedient in all things to the law, 
that having wrought out thereby a perfect righteouineſs, 
he might unpute it to all his ſeed, 1. e. to“ all who be- 
lie ve on his name.” And that the children redeemed 
thus by the blood and crofs of the Lord Jeſus may know 
what he has done for them, he gives them the Holy 
| Gholt the Comforter, who is a witneſs to them with 

their ſpirit that God is become their ſalvation. It is this 
Spirit that firſt teaches us to truſt only to the merits and 
free mercy of the Lord Jeſus, and to come to him for 
pardon. Alſo it is by his grace given to us that we can 
fay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs.“ And this 15 
the privilege of every believer, to know in whom he has 
believed, and to have fellowſhip with Gcd and wich our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and to be perſuaded of his being 

reconciled to the Father through the croſs of Jeſus and 
buy his precious blood. Of this I am aſſured, that Chriſt 

is made to me of God righteouſneſs; and of this I teſtify 
boldly, that if any are convinced of the inſufficiency and 
imperfection of their own righteouſneſs, and wait at the 
mercy- ſeat under a due ſenſe of their deſerving hell, to 


them ſhall the righteouſneſs of Jeſus be imputed, and in 


that cloathing ſhall they attend the marriage-ſupper of 
the Lamb. This, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 1s the 
„wedding garment, the white robe down to the foot.“ 
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| that there ſhould no room be left to add any righteouſneſs. 
of their own to it, it being a'together perfect and ſuch as 
pleaſes God, and without which no man can be ſaved, 

I have thus written, that all who are deſirous to be 
happy, may know that the door and the way to the 
kingdom ot heaven is Chriſt alone, and through“ his 
grace only“ can any find forgiveneſs of fins; All I aim 
to do 1n this (if our Saviour will permit me to be as a 
means) is to convince my poor brethren they muſt come 
to the Lord as they are, and be made clean and holy, 
and good only in our Lord jeſus Chriſt. | 

If any ſhall read this who are in manifold temptations 
and afflictions, I hope our Saviour will bleſs it to them, 
by encouraging them to come and wait for the ſame 
happy deliverance wherewith he has delivered me, and 
made me to glory in him. Alſo if any ſhould read this 
who have * of the love of God, and do not find their 
experience like mine in all things, let them not there- 
fore doubt or be afraid, but believe the difference may 
be only in words, and that the ſame work is upon them 


alſo. The language of Canaan cannot be tranſlated into 


any, even the moſt pure tongue. Happy are they who 
have learned of the Father, and have been taught of 
God, though to the world they can only ſay, I am 
my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine.“ Commu- 
nion with God cannot be deſcribed either by angels 
or men; it is what none know, but they wha have 
received it.“ EE | 


L.A „ 
Mr. JOHN CENNICK 


I. Y father's parents, i. e. my grandfather and 

grandmother Cennick, were once very great 
traders in the clothier's way: but when George Fox 
and William Penn began 2 they became Qua- 
kers, and in the days of Oliver Cromwell, and in part 
of King Charles's reign, they ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and were impriſoned in Reading gaol, and (I 
have heard my mother ſay) were ſo far reduced, that 
my grandmother knit or wove half-penny laces for her 
living, in the priſon ; in ſeveral * books publiſhed by 
the Quakers of their ſufferings, mention is made of them: 
but my father, after he was married td my mother, was 
baptized into the church I was brought up in, and from 
my infancy carefully inſtructed by my mother in the 
principles of religion; who alſo kept me ſtrict to church, 
and taught me prayer morning and evening, and would 
not ſuffer me to play.on the Lord's-day, but confined 


me to read or ſay hymns all day long with my fiſters. 
This then I counted the worſt of bondage, and indeed 
cruelty. So very prone was [ to be diſobedient and 


wicked, even when ſo young; I then envi-d other 
children who were not reſtrained as I was, and hoped, 
as I grew up, to get their liberty. When I was very 
young indeed, I remember my mother led me to ſee an 
aunt of hers who was then on her death-bed. I came 
firſt into the room where ſhe lay, and heard her ſaying 
to the maid who attended her, Mary, I have ſome- 
thing to ſay to you; it may be you may think it a lie, 
but indeed it is truth. This night the Lord ſtood 
me, and invited me to drink of the fountain of li 
freely; and I fhall ſtand before the Lord bold as a lion.” 


* Perſecution in its open Face, Sc. printed 1667, Alſo in an Ab- 


ſtract of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, &c, printed in 
the year 1738, vol. II. p. 13, ns 
N I found, 
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I found, as ſhe ſpake theſe words with uncommon chear- 
fulneſs, my blood chilled in my veins, and I'was ſtruck 
to the heart! I was ſet upon praying immediately that 
before I died I might know (as I thought my aunt did) 
that I ſhould go to heaven. Soon after my mother came 
into the room, and hearing the dying woman ſhout for 
Joy, and cry out in ſuch aſſurance of faith, ſhe drew 
near, and ſaid with tears, Poor ſoul! My aunt ſcarce 
heard her ſpeak but ſhe cried out, Who dares call me. 
poor! I am rich in Chriſt! I have got Chriſt! I am' 
rich!“ and after this mannerſhe rejoiced till we left her. 
The words fhe-uttered indeed pierced my ſoul, fo that I 
could not reſt day nor night, but was wiſhing contt- 
nually after (if I thought of death or ſickneſs) O that 
1 may be aſſured of heaven before I die! and began to 
fear to die greatly, Theſe were the moſt early; convic- 
tions I can remember; nor do I know any time between 
whiles till my converſion, when J did not meditate on 
my aunt's lait words; for it was not long after I had 
ſeen her, that ſhe ſlept in the boſom of the Lamb. Now 
although at times I was inclined to be ſerious, dutiful, 
&c. till I was about twelve or fourteen years old, I lived 
(as other young children) fond of play, of fine cloaths; 
and of praiſe, but afraid to ſwear, or to take God's name 
| in vain. a, . 
1 II. My natural temper was to be obſtinate; and my 
1 ups were full of hes continually; nor could any one be 
more furious when proveked or angered; but after my 
! 4 was over, I commonly dreaded to go to bed, leſt 
ſhould drop into hell before morning. Nor did I dare 
to ſleep till I had faid my prayers, and promiſed God 
| -how good I would be the next day. And this was alſo 
| my way of buying pardon from God, when I had ſinned 
= in any groſs way, as by lying, ſabbath-breaking, ſtealing 
, from my ſchool-fellows, or difobedience to my parents, 
| being often mindful of thoſe. words, Fhe eye that 
mocketh at his father, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, 
the ravens'af the valley ſhall pick it out, and the young 
_ eagles ſhall eat it.“ s 
III. As I was taught, ſo I kept conſtant to daily 


— 1 


31 prayers at St, Laurence's church in Reading (the town 
| . r — * ; * 3 . of 
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of my nativity) till I was about thirteen. . I went to 


London with an intent to be there apprenticed to ſome . 


trade; but, being difappointed, I returned with my 
mother; | and ſoon after, hearing of another place, 

went again eigbt times, but ſtill without effect; not be- 
ing permitted by divine providence to agree with any; 
though my will was much then 10 be in the world 
promifing myſelf great peace and many enjoyments, 
when” I ſhould come to be my own maſter. I was, 
at laſt, on trial with a carpenter ; but when the time 
was come I ſhould be bound, ſome objections, were 
made by my maſter, who, thought me too youhg, and 
choſe to ſtay till the other apprentices were out of their 
time.” Thus was J unſettled again, God having provided 
forme better thing for mme. | 


IV. When I came to be near fifteen, 1 began to be \>. 


very uneaſy for want of employment, and ſtrove to find 
dut a buſineſs in which I might work at home, and eaſe 
myſelf' of ſo many fruitleſs journies. I began to learn 
two pr three trades, and longed to get money, that 1 
might have wherewith to give to the poor, and do as TI 
pleaſed. I thought how religious, how thankful, and 


charitable 1 would then be; yea, and was fo perſuaded 


1 ſhould. be rich, that I made a promiſe, and wrote it 


down, * To build a chapel, and ere g more BABY ore 
der in the church, wherein people ſhould faſt duly ac- 


cording to the rubric, and fit up all night in prayer, 
and go plain in apparel.” But when I had learnt the 
art of buying and ſelling, and laid out much money, 
my heart failed fo that I could not conſent to ſet up a 
public ſhop, 'though my mother had built one for me; 
No one can imagine the fear that came upon me when 
I thought of it; I thought if none ſhould buy of me, 
I ſhould be ſtarved ; or obliged to run away by night, 
and periſh in ſolitude. Thus reſtrained, I worked pri- 
vately, and contented myſelf with netting juſt enough 
for food and raiment, and yet keeping more and more 
to duties at church and in the cloſer, I faid in my heart, 
* Here I ſhall be happy.” Pe | 
V. From about fifteen I took delight to ſee and read 
plays; and to look into hiſtories and romances. And 
| 9 = | ſurely, 
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ſorely, had it been in my power, plays would have had 
all my time, and I had forgot Jeſus and everlaſting ages: 
but, being prevented for want of money, I delighted 
myſelf in reading them, in ſinging ſongs, talking of the 
Weiten gods, of the wars of the Jews and Greeks, of 
Alexander the Great, and in the curſed deluſion of card · 
Playing, in ſeeing fights, in horſe: races, in dancing- 
aflemblies, revelling and walking with young company. 
Thus loving ungodlineſs. more than goodneſs, and to , 
talk of lies more than righteouſneſs. . ; | 


VI. Aſter this way I ſpent.mylife till Eaſter (I believe 

2735) when as I was walking haſtily in Cbeapfde, in 

London, the hand of the Lord touched me. I felt at once 

an, uncommon fear and dejection, and though all my days 

ince I could remember, had been bitter through the 
ſtrength of convictions, and the fear of going to hell; 

yet. I knew not any weight before like this. At rl I 

thought it might be owing to my miſſing the Lord?s-fup- 
cr on Eaſter-day, which I had done, becauſe I had not 
Spportunity to Kalt in the Paſſion-week as I would (be- A 
g at my brother's houſe, where I thought I ſhould be 
aughed. at for it); and I did not dare to communicate 
unprepared and without the wedding-garment. 
1. Vn. 1 1 all the time 


I continued dull and thoughtfu 

| Eye torn; nor would fights and ſongs divert my 

# trouble, 1 then thought it might be the thick, un- 
healthy air made me out of order, and by going into 

the country 1 ſhould be well; but ſuch a journey did I. 

ne ver take before. No fogner had-I left the city, but 
*the terrors of the Lord came ahout me, and the pains 1 


4 


f hell took hold on me. Though the fun ſhone beau - 
tifully, and the day was pleaſant, it brought no comfort 4 
to me. I came to my houſe heavy and diſeonſolate, ande 
would have prayed, but could not. My grief was too 1 


; 
great, and increaſed night and day exceedingly. ©I grew. 9 : 
ecble and was ſore ſmitten, and roared ſor the very diſ- 
IS HEE. ĩ r . | 
VIII. I went on thus near a year, hoping to get the 
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dered why God had fingled out me to make n 
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nd, when I found freedom to pray, I begged the Lor. & 
to give me a friend who would join with me in religies, 
that in his company I might drive away my grief, and 
« 70 on my way rejoicing.” Not long after I contraſted 
an acquaintance with one who was ſerious, and in a ſhore 
time with another, whom I ſoon loved better than the 
firſt ; not for the regard he had to religion, but for his 
natural ſweet diſpoſition and merry behaviour. And now 
ſo pleaſed with each other's company, that we 
were never fo well as when we e 
when the other went to Oxford, and I was generally 
eaſed of my convictions all that while we were together: 
for ſo greatly did it diſpleaſe the Lord, that he then 
withdrew:his hand, and for awhile let me alone. 
IX. But it was not long before the weight returned, 
and whenever I was walking alone, either in the fields 
or roads, every thing appeared ſo ſtrange and wild, that 
I often refolyed not to look up, and withed to fly to ſome 
ſolitary place, where I might dwell in a cave, lying on 
3 the leaves of trees, and feeding on the natural fruits of 
4 the earth, Whoever I met, Lenvied their happineſs, 
; Whatever:I heard, grieved me; and whatever I ſaid or 
did, ſo troubled me, that I repented that I ſtirred or broke 
ſilence. If I laughed at any thing, my heart ſmote me 
immediately; and, if the occaſion was a fooliſh jeſt or 
lie, I thought, alas! I helped to ruin not only my own 
ſoul, but the ſouls of others alſo; and' ſuch places of 
ſcripture would come in my mind, Wo be to them that 
laugh now, for they ſhall mourn and weep.” And *with= 
out are dogs, andiwhoſo loveth or maketh a lie. And 
“that they all may be damned who take pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs. ? SLE 3 T þ 
X. I leftoft ſinging ſongs, playing at cards, ſeeing plays, 
and ſuch like, finding plainly they were vanity of vanities. 
And indeed, when I looked. into the world, all things 
ſcemed to be unnatural and unpleaſant, as if I had been 
baniſhed into a foreign land; my own town, houſe, and 
relations being all ſtrangers to me. Then I wiſhed 
ſtrongly to get into a Romiſh monaſtry, and to ſpend my 
lite in holy retirement; but the want of money for my 


journey ſeemed to prevent me from doing it. 
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XI. Often ſuch a confuſion of thought came upon me 
intbed, that I was forced to riſe and walk about the cham- 
ber. If I was up, I ende:.voured to overcome it by run» 
ning, or eating, or talking; and when all theſe failed, I 
thought phyſic may do me good. And then I took phy- 
fic, but, alas! the true phyſician I knew not. When be- 
tween whiles I was ſomewhat eaſier, I began to cry 


„Peace to my foul: I have not been ſo very great a 


finner as ſuch a one: ſoul, be of good cheer.” But 


my pangs ſoon returned, and the more I tried to quiet 
my acculing conſcience, the more it teſtified againſt me, 
and my ſorrows were fo multiphed that I was even bu- 
ried in affliction. | | | 

XII. All this while I had no power over fin, nor the 
leaſt ſtrength to reſiſt temptation; being carnal and ſold 
under fin, I committed it continually, though not in the 


eyes of the world. My chief fins were “pride, mur- | 


muring againſt God, blaſphemy, diſobedience, and evil 
concupiſcence ;** ſometimes I ſtrove againſt them ; but, 
finding myſelf always conquered,:I concluded there was 
no help. Then was I weary of life, and often prayed 
that God would hide me in the grave, or at leaſt ſuffer 
me to be mad, that I might not be ſenfible of my many 
, misfortunes. Sometimes a ſpark of fear and hope, and 
Hell and heaven, would ſo confuſedly come into my 


mind, that, inſtead of opening my mouth, I was fixing 


my teeth together, leſt I ſhould utter them. Then the 
tempter ſo powerfully ſuggeſted, ** God looked to the 

heart and not to the words, that I more and more 
thought I was predeſtinated to miſery everlaſting, Often 
too as I was walking, I found ſuch ſtrong temptations 
to curſe and ſwear, that I have ſtood confidering whe- 
ther I had not really ſpoken; and I have — eve 
moment to have the devil let looſe upon me, and to fall 
into all manner of wickedneſs. , 

XIII. When I was at church I was generally thinking 
how I ſhould in time be rich, and what a ſtately church 
I would build —how the pillars ſhould ſtand, and how 
the altar be adorned with paintings—and in what form 
the communion-table ſhould be placed, and how the win- 
dows ſhould be painted: when the laſt prayer was read- 


ing, 
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ing, my terrors would return. My formal worſhip ſeemed 
plain mockery of God. I made promiſes to be more 
watchful ; and, becauſe my mind ſhould not wander, I 
fixed my eyes on the devouteſt of the congregation : but 
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here alſo ] found them to wander as before, and to 
them for being more devout than myſelf. _ | 
XIV. Finding ſo much diſſatisfaction in all J did, not 
knowing fin from duty or convictions from temptations, 
and confidering * the prayers of the wicked were an abo- 
natien, I at laſt left off to pray: ſcarce had I done this, 
but the devil perſuaded me to ſay in my heart, © There 
is no God; who is God? noone ever ſaw him; how can 
I tell if there be a God or not ? if there were, he would 
not have ſuffered me to endure ſo much, knowing how 
religiouſly I have lived from my youth.” Thus I rea- 


envy 


ſoned with myſelf till I ſunk deeper and deeper; yet, 


whenever I read the ſcripture, my heart ſo witneſſed to 
the truth, that I could not help ſaving, * Doubttiels there 
is a God that judgeth the ea: th.” | 

XV. The night was more burdenſome than the day; 
J ſtarted at every thing that ſt rred in the dark, tancying 


1 ſhould fee apparitions in the corners of the room, or 


behind me, or in my way; and being con tinually afraid 
of meeting the devil. Then it came ſtrongiy to me, 
$ If there be no God, why am I preſſed to curſe him?“ 
On which I began to pray again, yet almoſt in deſpair 


for the evil I had done, finding his face was ſtill againſt 


me, and his wrath ready to {wallow we up, I often de- 
ſpondingly faid, © O why am TI thy mark? Have I ſin- 
ned more than all the ſons of Adam ? O that I had never 
beer born, or died on the knees when I banged yet on my 
mother's breait.” The more I was aſſured * a divine 
Ruler by his repeated ſ:ourges; and the want of him in 
my heart, the more ſatan preſſed me to believe myſelf 
quite foriaken; and when I looked up toward heaven, I 
laid, * Ah! I have no part there! the gate of that holy 
city is cloſed to every inner, and no impure thing can 


enter therein. Alas! what ſhall I do in the day of judg- 


ment? How ſhall I meet the Lord, when he ſhall come 
with ten thouſand of his ſaints, and in flaming fire ; but 
is there no pity with God? Muſt I be caſt away from his 


eyes? 
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eyes? Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious?“ When 
mo anſwer was given again, I ceaſed, and thought to bear 
my burden and ſeek no more to de releaſed, ſay ing to 
myſelf, “All the days of my appointed time maſt I wait. 
till my change come.” And mean while ſuch clouds 
covered me that J ſtood ſtill and fixed my heavy eyes on 
the trees, walls, or on the ground, amazed above mea- 
ſure, and often crying with a bitter cry, © What muſt J 
do to be ſavedꝰ 85 
XVI. Among the many idle contrivances I had of 
eſcaping, one was to travel by night to Saliſpury plain, 
and there fit or wander about without food till 1 ſhowld 
be eafed of my tedious life, having fixed on midnight for 
the bidde of my ſetting out. I bad adieu to the world with 
tears. As I was eating a bit of bread (being alone) I 
ſpake thus, T will now eat no more for ever, I ſhall 
now trouble the earth no more. I ſhall no more fee any 
of my Acquaintance or relations till I meet them in eter- 
nity,” I then laid me down as I was, that T might be 
scdy at the time: but God's providence ſo ordered that 
Lawaked not till late the next morning, and ſo was again 
diſappointed. 

XVII. If ever I walked through fields where men 
were” loughing and lowing, 8 &c. I uſed to wiſh to be ag 
one gf them, and becauſę they were generally ſinging of 
whiltling, I judged them the moſt happy of all men, 
Oſten I have re (olved to ſell my cloaths, and buy ſuch 
as were ſuitable, and ſo go into Hampſhire and hire my» 
ſelf to a farmer to be a plough-boy; ; but becauſe I was 
afraid of being betra yed jn my going out of town, and 
leſt 1 ſhould not learn' well to harnefs the horſes, and ſo 
pr ovoke the men to curſe-me (which I knew I could not 
bear) my defigns were ſtopped : yet never was J clear 
Front ſuch intentions hardly a day; for fill I propoſed 
Zeig A good way from home into the fartheſt parts of 
the nation, or into W ales, and there be content to bear 
-all hardſhipe, which 1 thought I could bear better if 1 
"was — 944 was not known. IJ was purpoſed not to be- 
tray my religious mind to any, nor ſo much as ſhew my 
birth or my thoughts to one ſoul, I intended to read the 
bible in ſecret and to pray but to forbear to talk of Wie, 
| ning 
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things, leſt any ſhould know E could read, and: mx caſe: 
| ſhould by any means come to light. Such thoughts as theſe: 
made me ſo uneaſy and diſquieted. im every place, that I 
never knew what it: was to be in the leaſt contented with 
whatever I poſſeſſed. Yea I could not be thankful fon an 

temporal bleflings, becauſe Fthought myſelf ſo, unſettled, 
and becauſe no bleſſing ſatisfied my craving foul,, or made 
me wiſh to ſtay behind on; the earth a, day. The ſhining 
of the ſun, the beauty of the ſpring, the voice of: finging, 


the melody of birds, the ſhade of trees, or the murmur of 


waters, afforded me no pleaſure. No: all: was. ſtrange 
and dark, and gloomy and deſolate. All was. * vanity; 
and vexation of ſpirit :?*. all the earth ſeemed full of dark. 


neſs and cruel habitations ; nor could meat, drink, or 


raiment give me any comfort ; I wanted, only to know: 
if I had any part in the Lord Jeſus, |... 5 
XVIII. And now a thought fometimes.came, (What 


if I ſhould be ſaved? It may be the Lord is chaſtening 


me for my good.” Nay, ſometimes E heard a voice as; 
it were ſaying, „ Behold, thou ſhalt bear my name be- 
fore much people; and it ſhall come to. paſs that in thy 
days many ſhatl be added. to the Lord. To this I mys. 
ſelf anſwered, ** Lord, how can I bear thy name to others, 
who look every hour to be laſt myſelf? Neither have. 1 
learning, nor the underſtanding of the ſcriptures.” Then. 
would it be ſtrongly impreſſed upon me, “ Fear not, 1 


am with thee, and thou ſhalt teſtify of me in every place 


whither I ſhall ſend. thee.. Lo! I will be a mouth to 
thee, and thou ſhalt bear my goſpel even in the midſt oh- 
the ſtreets.” But this being then an unheard-of ching, I 
regarded it not, and was ſoon as heavy as befor. 
XIX. After I had been thus afflicted: and grievefl-nead. 
two years, the temptation. to think“ I ſhould never dies 
or live to a great age, ſo prevailed upon me, that in- 
ſtead of aſking for mercy, I aſked hourly for death; yea, 
and delired to break into eternity, though. at the hazard 
of falling into hell. My continual prayer was out of 
Herm, Hugo. 997 5 2 2 204 5 fr Tas I WY £; 71 FE 
O Lord my God, ſome-kins relief affaid, 2 5 
Grant ſome kind poiſon, or ſome ſriendly;ſword 2. 
Thy mercy, death, is all I thee implo rec 
O grant it ſoon, leſt I blaſpheme thy pow*r,”?. 


Theſe. 
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Theſe thoughts I often cheriſhed by riſing at midnight 
and looking but at the window, contemplating the ſv- 
lemnity of the night, and the profound filence of the 
morning-watch. If then I heard a dog bark, trembling 
I anſwered, © So God accounts of my prayers.” If 
heard the owl, I thought, I am alſo become like an owl 
in the defart.” : | | 
XX. When I found any freedom, I fead in the ſerip- 
tures, and uſed to think the teſtimony of Chriſt, the pro - 
miſes, &e. were doubtleſs ſweet and precious tb ſuch as 
our Saviour loved; but I thought, They are — 
to me; I have no part in them.” Yea I generally opene 
upon ſuch places as made moſt againſt me, and ſeemed 
to read my utter condemnation; ſo that often I have been 
afraid to open the teſtament, leſt I ſhould ſee more threat- 
nings than I had ſeen already; and ſometimes I have 
thrown down the book ſpitefully, when I ſaw ne comfort 
there for me, and owned, What have I to dowith thee??®? 
and then in unmeaſured grief look toward heaven, and 
wonder what I was ſpared out of hell for. Many times 
I have looked on the ſcriptures as very taſteleſs, inſipid, 
and unpleaſant, and thought other books better by far; 
yet believed there were riches in the word for others who 
had the Spirit of God to underſtand it; but to me, all 
befide the law, and the judgments, and the terrors, were 
like a book ſealcd, fo that I could not read it (as I 
thought) to profit by it at all. Ea os 
XXI. I remember at one time every error in doctrine 
or judgment I heard of, ſtaggered me and made me 
- queſtion if it were not right, and aſked often in my mind, 
„How do I know the Roman-Catholics are wrong?“ 
Or, © How do I know if the Jews be not in the right way? 
Or, if theſe are not, for all I know the Quakers may.“ 
But yet if any came in my way and diſputed theſe errors, 
I had always from fcripture to gainſay and withſtand 
their arguments: yea I pleaded often for thoſe truths of 
which I doubted myſelf, and could not help mightily de- 
fending the faith of the church, and of the ſcripture, tho? 
I ſtood in fear leſt both ſhould be but deluſion. 
| XXII. In theſe temptations I was at times for many 
months; and beſides theſe, I had ſuch that I dare not | 
| mention, 
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mention, they are more than many can poſſibly believe, 
and the writing of them might ſtagger many who are 
weak. God, thou knoweſt my ftmplicity, and my 
faults are not hid from thee.” “ 1 _ 
XXIII. As Iwas yet preſſed down with convictions of 
fin, and the fear of God's wrath, and the dreadful look- 
ing for of judgment; pride in apparel and ſpirit, luſt, 
covetouſneſs and paſſion, ſtil moſt ruled in my eaptive 
ſpirit: againſt theſe I ftrove, by faſting long and often, 
and prayed kneeling nine times a day; and the week be- 
fore the communion I ſpent as much time as poſſible in 
works of mortification and ſelf-denial, eating only once a 
day, viz. in the evening; and from Friday breakfaſt I ate 
not till Sunday noon, when I received the bread and 
wine. Alſo on ſome days I lived only upon bread and 
water; and when I thought that was too good for a chriſ- 
tian, I would not eat till the bread was hard and dry, and 
at laſt I thought that was too gogd, and then I boiled and 
baked potatoes, and eat them: alſo I eat acorns, leaves 
of trees, crabs, and graſs; and wiſhed often heartily that 
I could bring myſelt to live only upon roots and herbs, 
But when 1 had done all which was in my power to do, 
and found no relief, I was convinced ſalvation was not of 
works. No alms, or faſtings, or prayers, or watchings 
could cover my naked ſoul from almighty wrath. 1 
hated my righteouſneſs, loathed my prayers, and eould 
truly ſay, I am unprofitable, and my righteouſneſs as 
filthy Tags: yea, and amidſt all my words ſuch ter- 

ror — upon me as made me ſweat and quake exceed- 
Ingly. e 8 
: XXIV. Yet in all I ſuffered I dreaded turning back 
into the world more than my prefent affliction; nay, 
more than the thoughts of hell; and was bent to go for- 
ward and periſh at the feet of Jeſus. * Accordingly, for 
his ſake, I now reſolved to part with the only friend L Rackg 
having heard him openly blaſpheme the Lord that bought 
him, and deny his God: I therefore wholly refrained 
from his company, and in few days we became ſtran gers 
to each other. This proved a great trial, but though I 
was tempted thereto, I durſt never heal the breach, er 
renew my friendſhip, 5 
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XXV. When we wholly parted, and I had thrown off 
all thoughts of being free again, the ſtorm ſo long gather- 
ing fell upon me; the arrows of the Almighty ſo pierced 
my heart, that I could not tell if I ſhould be out of hell 
a moment. All the fins that ever I had done were ſet 
before me; all my ſecret acts of uncleanneſs, my theft, 
- lyes, and evil words ſtared me in the face, and cried 
- continually, © Thou art the man: thou art the ſoul that 
: haſt rejected God, and lo his wrath abideth upon thee.”? 
O the torment I then endured! I hated every body I 
- ſaw, but eſpecially them of my own houſe. I was diſobe- 
dient and withoyt natural affection. I ſaid, “ Surely I 
am a reprobate. God hath loved every man but me.“ 
„ XXVI. To this were added trials of all kinds: my 
employment was to meaſure land with a gentleman of 
Reading; and in the harveſt, and other times of leiſure, 
I bought things of ſeveral ſorts, and ſold them again re- 
tail. But now altogether my bufineſs failed, my friends 
looked cold, and enemies increaſed ; if any one ſpoke to 
me, it was like a ſword cutting my heart, eſpecially if 
they ſpake ſharply: all my hope, even in the preſent 
life, was taken away, I thought I muſt ſtarve with hun- 
ger here, and be tormented for ever hereafter. Judge, I 
ye that read, what I paſſed through. My own houſe be- 
haved as though they knew me not; and all mine ac 
' quaintance condemned me; ſo that I even wiſhed I had 9 
never enquired after God, nor heard of the ſalvation 4 
eee 151 455 ef 
XXVII. I envied now more than ever them who were 
Fallen aſleep in death; theſe, I thought are now at reſt, 
They know ſorrow no more, their tears are wiped away, 
-all their travail is at an end. If there were infants or chil- 
dren where [ was, I pitied their fate, being born into 
ſuch a world, and rejoiced when I heard they were dead. 
Vea, when I beheld the ſtate of inſects, birds, beaſts, &c. 
F wiſhed I was half ſo happy as they, who, after a ſhort 
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life, remain in ſilence. | 
XXVII. Quite forlorn and deſtitute, finding prayers, 
and tears, and cries in vain, about the beginning of Au- 
guſt 1737 | began to reſign myſelf, in the midſt of my 
Aiſtreſs, to the wiſe diſpoſal of God, I gave up as de- 
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fires, my will, and remains of hope; being content to 
go down to hell (as God ſhould pleaſe) cither in life or 
death. I found I was willing upon any terms to be ſav- 
ed, but was convinced [ deſerved heil, and ſo bowed to 
the juſtice of God. ry | | 
XXIX. I waited many hours ſilently upon God; and, 
if I broke filence, cried unto Jeſus to remember his blood, 
and tears, and ſufferings; and if there was room for me 
in his. favour, to reveal it to me. I no more {aid, Lord, 
remember how innocent I have lived; nor thanked him 
becauſe I was better than another, but pleaded the great 
oblation and ſacrifice of Chriſt crucified; Iiatreated mercy *' 
for his ſake alone; I knew my guilt, and was dumb before 
my God]; often repeating theſe words of Eli, «Tt is the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good.“ 5 
XXX. I was ſtill bent to go into ſome ſolitary place, 
that I might there find the happineſs of waiting on God. 
Though | had often before been hindered, I reſolved to 
try once more, and fixed for it the 7th day of September 
| payed every one to whom-l owed any thing, 
intending to take a bible and common prayer-book, with 
Hugo's' Emblems, and prayed my journey might be 
proſperous. As I lay awake on the 6th day, ſtrange 
heavineſs came upon me, and when [I aroſe it continued. 
My mind was full of fear and trouble, and | was I think 
more dejected than ever; I purpoſed notwithſtanding to 
to be gone before the next ſun-riſing. While | was fit» 
ting and reflecting thereon, the ſaint-bell rang at St. 
Lawrence's church for prayers. At firſt J was careleſa 
about going, but conſidering what the people would ſay . 
and what they would think, if I mifſed church when l 
was in town; and that it might ſtagger ſome, fearing I 
was negligent or gone back; I concluded in my own 
breaſt to go. And when I was riſen up, I again thought 
I ſhall be far enough'off about this time to-morrow, and [ 
may as well forbear to go now; it is but once, and there 
is no good there for me, I may as well keep my place 
and be content, I fat down again, but was ſo uneaſy 
that I was obliged to get up and go. I went out like ſome 
outcaſt into a foreign land; my heart was ready to burſt; 
my ſoul at che brink of hell, above meaſure diſconſolate 
Fry 1 and 
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and heavy, Had any met me, my countenance would 
Have betrayed me, as well as low voice and tears. When 
I had entered the church, and fallen on my knees, I be- 
gan murmuring (as did often) becauſe my croſs ſeemed 
more heavy than ever was laid on any one beſide; and 
how untroubled all the children of God paſſed to heaven, 
and how full of terror I muſt go down to hell! And I 
was as if the ſword of the Lord was dividing aſunder 
my joints and marrow, my ſoul and ſpirit; till near the 
end of the Pſalms, when theſe words were read, Great 
are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth 
him out of them all! And he that putteth his truſt in God 

ſhall not be deſtitute :*” I had juſt room to think, who 
can be more deſtitute than me? when I was over- 
whelmed with joy, and I believed there was mercy. My 
heart danced for joy, and my dying ſoul revived! I 

Heard the voice of Jeſus, ſaying, I am thy ſalvation. 1 

no more groaned under the weight of fin. The fears of 
hell were taken away, and being ſenſible that Chriſt 
loved me, and died for me, I xejoiced in God my Sa: 
vibue ads nf | ö 


XXXI. This joy and peace in believing filled me 
about three or four hours; and I began to vow everlaſt- 
ing obedience, and how faithfully I would ſtand for the 
Lord all the days of my life. In this my proſperity I 
fard, I ſhall never be moved; thou, Lord, haſt made my 
hill ſo ſtrong! But it was not long before he hid his 
face, and I was troubled.”* Satan was ſuffered to buffet 

me violently, and to ſuggeſt, Where is now thy God? 
how do | know but this is deluſion ? May it not be the 
Lord has ſhewed me this as an aggravation to my tor- 
ment, when I am caſt away! My horrors were ſo great, 
that I ſweated, prayed, and cried aloud for mercy! And 
when I] ſaw no help, I drank the cup which my Father 
had given me; and I ſaid (ſubmitting myſelf to his 
righteous will) „If the Lord is pleaſed to caſt me off, I 
am content; I would willingly fit down with the ſaints 
in the kingdom: but God's will be done.“ 0 
XXXII. About three days after I was fitting thought - 
ful in an inner room, and in the multitude of my temp- 
tations, I imagined that the dull weather might add to, 
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my grief; ſcarce had thus thought ere the ſun. (which 
had not ſhone for ſome time) ſhined beautifully from. 
the clouds; and the voice of God witneſſed at that in- 
ſtant : „Thus ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe on 


thee,” I believed the promiſe, and found the love of 


God again ſhed abroad in my heart; I ſaw clearly the 
will of the Lord in calling me through much tribulation, 
and I ſaid gladly, ** It is good for me that i have been 


in trouble.“ 


XXXIII. I felt great and ſettled peace daily from this 
time, and whenever | found temptations, I prayed, and 
knew always that ſcripture true, God will hear them 
ſpeedily, who cry day and night unto him.” When L 
laid me down in bed, I laid as in the everlaſting arms; 
and when I roſc in the morning, the Lord was preſent 
and often my lips have been uttering words of prayer, 
before | well knew whether | was fleeping or waking. 
Clouds indeed often paſſed over wy mind, yet at times 

had fo clear communion with Jeſus, that 1 have ſpent . 


the day, and forgot how the time paſſed away, and could 


no more doubt Uf his preſence in my heart, than of the 
ſhining of the ſun when | beheld him in his ſtrength ; 
God bearing witnels often with the promiſes of the goſ- 


pel in my ſpirit, faying, I have loved thee with an 


everlaſting love, and | will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee ;** only my bliſs was not abiding, I reſted not in the 
full participation of Jeſu's love: but as a cordial was it 
given to my ſoul when 1 was weary and cried for reſt;in 


my pilgrimage ; or, after the tempter was departed from 
me, or, in the trials which I had from my own family; 


but all the diſſatisfaction or coldneſs which came from 


them, only ſerved to wean me more and more from the 


world, and the things of the world. © O that, I may 


never love father, or mother, or houſe, or land, 
than thee !?? 


more 


XXXIV. About the latter end of the year 1738 one 
lent me a part of Mr. Whitfield's journal, to whom L 
was then a ſtranger, and much againſt my will I read jit; 
forl feared to read any books fave the Bible and Hugo's 


Emblems. 


: But when I read the place where he men- 
tions the woman who had been in the pangs of the 


NeW= 
birth, 


\ 


44 


now. 
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birth, wy heart cleaved to him, believing him not un- 


acquainted with that bitter cup, the dregs of which I 
had long been drinking. 1 laid down the book, and 


went ſtraitway into an upper chamber to pray, if by any 


means God would permit me to come to the knowledge 
of this man. When I was on my knees | prayed and 
ſaid, O Lord Jeſus, who knoweſt well the ſorrow of 
my troubled ſpirit, who alone canſt give me a companion 
in my way to thee, permit me to be intimate with this 
thy ſervant now ſent forth to preach thy goſpel in other 
lands: incline him to ſtoop to hear me, and to ſpeak 
bumbly to me, and ſo join us together, that together we 
may be accounted worthy to reſt in the kingdom of God 
for ever.“ Before I role up, the Lord anſwered me; 
yea, while [ was ſpeaking, God ſhewed me how I fhould 
be converfant with him and be beloved by him; verily 
I believed this, and rejoiced when J thought the day 
would foon bring it to paſs. i 
XXX V. Soon after |] wag invited to a gentlewoman's 
to ſupper, where were preſent her ſon and another young 
gentleman from Oxſord. In the evening I was aſked ta 
play at cards; 1 waved it and defired to be exculcd, be- 
ing fo afraid of ſnares that | trembled at them. I was 


Mill urged, becauſe there was no harm in it; and I as 


often refuſed, ſaying, „I believed at beſt it was miſ- 
ſpending the time.“ Then the young gentleman an- 
fwered, © There is juſt ſuch a ſtupid religious fellow in 
Oxford ; one Kinchin, whoſe brother 1s of our college, 
and was once as fooliſh as he, but is much otherwiſe 
The news ſo rejoiced my heart, that from that 
day I was not at reſt tili I ſhould fee him. My mouth 
was full of thankſgiving and praifes, that | was not left 
in a wide world alone, but had now the hope of having 
2 companion. 'This was all the character] had of him, 
and in the midſt of my joy at thefe tidings I forgot his 
name; but remembering he had a brother in Trinity 
College with mine acquaintance, I deſpaired not of be- 
ing happy in his company en this fide Paradiſe. With 
this hope, on a wet Monday, after the morning fervice 
at St. Mary's, Reading, | began my journey to Oxford: 
the enemy was not wanting to perſuade me to ons 
\ | ac > 
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back, and eſpecially when I was within ſight of the city, 
aſking, ** What am I going for? To ſeek an unknown 
perſon, not knowing his name nor his college? What 
would the world ſay, if they knew my errand ?*? At 
the brow of the hill, three or four miles on this fide, I 
ſtood and prayed thus: © O Lord God of Iſrael, who 
didſt direct the ſervant of Abraham to find a wife for his 
maſter Iſaac, when he ſought her in a ſtrange country 
direct me, | pray thee, that | may find out this man; and 
make my way proſperous to thy glory, and let his heart 
be open to ſpeak kindly to me for thy ſake.“ When I 
ceaſed, the tempter departed from me for a ſeaſon, and 
I went on my way, through much rain and wind, till I 
came wet to my ſkin into St. Clement's in the evening; 
and there my lodging was ſo cold and hard, that | was 
almoſt in as bad a condition as if I had lain in the ſtreet. 
I roſe early, and, feeling the air exceſſive ſharp, could 
ſcarce help wiſhing 1 had ſtaid at home: and, indeed, 


3 thought of returning without ſeeking any farther. But 
I while I thought on theſe things the Lord gave me cou- 
q rage to go on, and in his name | went out to Trinity- 
I College; and, having found my acquaintance, I defired 


him to mention the names of all the ſcholars and com- 
moners of his college: he began, and ſoon named Kin- 
chin. When I anſwered, that is the name: he ſaid, he 
has a brother a Methodiſt, a fellow of Corpus-Chrifti- 
College. I then took my leave of him, and went to ſee 
what the Lord would do with me. | foon found the 
college, but Mr. Kinchin was from home; yet, confi- 
dering it might not be long ere he returned, | waited in 
the cloiiters of the College, and in the nzw buildings, 
till cold, weary, and hungry. After eight in the even- 
ing I returned back to my uncomfortable lodging. In 
the morning I was again tempted to go home without 
ſeeking any farther; but, conſidering it was not far out 
of my way, [ yet reſolved to try once more. After I had 
prayed for profperity I went on, and, when, I came to 
Mr. Kinchin's room, found him juſt going out to break= 
faſt. 1 aſked him if his name was Kinchin ? he told me, 
Yes. I ſaid, Sir, I heard you was deſpiſed on the ſame 
account with me, and ſhould be glad to ſpeak with you 

ts a quarter 
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a quarter of an hour. He then ſpake kindly unto me, 


and having bidden me to come in, afked me if 1 would 
Join in prayer with him? I told him, with all my heart; 
when he prayed to God to bleſs my coming, and to pre- 
pare the words which ſhould be ſpoken to his own glory. 
After prayer I talked with him ſome time, yet afraid to 
mention my temptations and trials, leſt he ſhould think 
them incredible. He aſked me i would go to breakfaſt 


with him in Bear-lane, to which I conſented; and as 


ſoon as breakfaſt was ended, he defired I would ſtay 
while he went to vilit a fick perſon, and he would return, 
I then began to fall into a diſcourſe with the woman (at 
Whoſe houſe we were) to whom I told much of my ex- 
perience; after which ſhe related ſomewhat of her.own, 
not unlike mine. She aſked me if I told Mr. Kinchin 
this, and earneſtly preſſed me to do it. Preſently came 
Mr. Kinchin with two other gownſmen, before whom I 
ſpake of the Lord's dealings with me; and alfo before a 
Uttle ſociety, who rejoiced greatly, and bleſſed God that 
he had thus far directed me. : 
XXXVI. By this means I got acquainted with many of 
the Lord's people; among whom were Mr. John and 
Charles Welley, Mr. Hutchins, and Mr. Whitefield; in 
all which I ſaw the hand of the Lord clearly; eſpecially 
in my being intimate with the latter, which was after 
this way. I heard of his being come to London, and 
becauſe he ſhould not be gone, I ſet out from Reading 
in the duſk of the evening and walked all night. I en- 
quired for him at Mr. Hutton's at Temple-bar early in 


the morning. They told me he would be there at eight 


of the clock, and about that time I met my dear brother, 
and fell on his neck and kiſſed him. I ſtayed with him 
feveral days, and our communion was ſweet continually, 
When I purpoſed returning, I told him I had a mind te 
vifit the brethren at Briſtol. He told me, Mr, John Weſ- 
ley was going to build a ſchool in Kingſwood, for the 
of of the colliers? children, and aſked if I was willing 
to be one of the maſters there. The thing ſeemed to be 
of God, and I was obedient; and, having took my leave 
of him, I came to Reading, which lay in my road to 
Briſtol, On Whit-Monday, June 11, 1739, I = out 
; trom 


Sos 
" 
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from thence on foot with one of the brethren of London, 
and though we were ſtayed by the rains and the bad 


roads, yet we reached to Sandy-lane the firſt night; the 


people of the place were in bed before we came; the 
inns as well as private houfes refuſing us room, we lay | 


down in an old fable in a yard. The cold wind which 
blew all night, and our want of victuals, made us go 
forward early to the next place, and about the cloſe of 
Tueſday we got ſafe into Briſtol. a el a 
XXXVII. The brethren received us as became chriſ- 


| tins; and, after the ſocicty was ended at Baldwin-ſtreet, 


with ſeveral others we went to Mr. Weſley's chamber, 
who was that morning gone for London, being ſent for 
an haſte. I here ſpent my time (having every thing 
provided for me by thoſe whom he had defired to re- 
ceive me as his own ſelf) till Thurſday (as far as I had 
2 in waiting upon God. When 1 was aſked By 
me to go to Kingſwood, to hear a young man read 3 
ſermon to the colliers, I readily conſented, having been 
defirous to ſee the people of that place of a long time, 
_ XXXVHI. When we were come to the place (which 
was under a ſycamere-tree near the intended ſchool)-we 


waited ſome time among the colliers, who were ſeriouſly 
attending round the tree, in number about four or 


hundred, till the young man ſhould come But while 
he delayed beyond the appointed time, a edles an 
of St. Philip's Plain, and a young man who came with 
us, defired me to read a ſermon or expound a 7 


I had no power to refuſe or gainſay; and, though ] 
naturally fearful of ſpeaking before company, (baving 


never done ſuch a thing as this), yet fo much was 1 

reſſed in ſpirit to teſtify the ſalvation of Jeſus to the 
people, that I fell on my knees and beſought the Lord 
to be with me in the work, and prevent me if his Ma- 


| je was offended.” 


XXIX. Scarce had we ended prayer, when ths 
young man came who was to read; and, though he was 
urg 

fent, but intreated me, if I was inclined, to expound, 
Yet, after all this, I was afraid, left the Lord ſhould not 


= 


wech me what to ſay.” Again'V prayed 3 and, finding 


- grea 


to begin by many friends, yet he could not con- 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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great freedom, I then tarried no longer, but roſe up and 


went tothe congregation, the Lord bearing witneſs with 


my word, inſomuch that many believed in that hour. 


. Qa Frida I again expounded part of St. James's 
epiſtle at White-HKill, about a mile diſtant from the ſchool, 


where many behaved in the moſt deyout way I ever had 


ſeen. Tears fell from many eyes. And when we had 
Joined in fingipg an hymn we parted, and were brought 
on our way home by ſeveral of the colliers. 5 


XLI. On Sunday, June iz, Lexpounded again, under 


the ſycamore-tree, the firſt chapter of St. John's goſpel, 
and in the afternoon I diſcqurſed top about four thouſand 


went to London or into any other town to preach. [While 

| > Hs Se in the year of our 

Saviour 1 739 and in the year 1740, we enjoyed ſweet 
and in man en 


a 


Wonderful, both in ſhede ing abroad his love in the hearts. 2 


of the people hoft, and alſo in awakening 
Ohle, and g them to ſeek him. Neither do I e- 
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member any time in thoſe days when God was not pleaſed 
to bleſs our afſemblies abundantly. Ty 
XLIV. About Chriſtmas, 1740, à difference in doc- 
trines broke out between Mr. Welſley's and me; they be- 
lieved and taught many things which I thought was not 
according to the goſpel, neither to mine own experience; 
and in a very little time, while Iwas preaching in ſeveral 


parts of Wiltfhire, Mr. John Weſley took the entire poſ- 
foion of Kingſwoed ſchool, and J was forbid to preach 


there any more, neither from that time did I, And not 
not long after, when I and ſome of the colliers had met 
apart to conſider on theſe things, and to lay them before 
the Lord, the reſt of the ſociety, who held Mr. Weſley's 
doctrines, were ſo offended, that they would not let Mr. 
Weſley reſt till he openly put me, and thoſe few who 
believed my word, out of the ſociety, though, I be- 
licve, againſt his will. 

XLV. When we were ſeparated, we were in number 
twelve men and twelve women ; and, having a houſe 


juſt by where we had the liberty to meet, we fat down 


and wept and cried to the Lord, becauſe we beheved a 
breach was made that day in Iſrael. Here we afterward 
enjoyed many ſweet and precious ſeaſons of divine power. 
Our Saviour often was pleaſed to be preſent with us, 
and in a ſhort time ſo increaſed our company that we 


| were about one hundred and twenty; and in theſe days 


many villages in Wiltſhire received the word gladly, 
ſuch as Caſtle-Comb, Foxham, Clack, Lineham, Brinks 
worth, Dancy, Sutton, Segery, Sommerford, &c. where 


the differences never onee were known till Mr. White 


field came from America and joined the brethren and 


with me; neither, after they knew it, did it make any 


ſtir (as it were) in all that country ; ſo graciouſly did 
our Saviour deal by them and by me. > Ws 
XLVI. Not long after Mr. Whitefield came int6 
England, a Tabernacle was built t6 preach in near Moor- 
fields ; and, while he went into the country; I went firſt 
to London to preach, and began to find favour in the 
eyes of the people more and more: at which time Mr. 
Harris and Mr. Humphreys openly joined with us, as 


did a little before Mr, Adams of Hampton in Glouceſter» 
| "I'D ſhire. 
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ſhire. All theſe were preachers. In ſo little a time, 
how hath the Lord gathered and increaſed his people! 
O my God, let me never forget what thou haſt — for 
me, and how thou haſt had compaſſion upon me, and 

rom many troubles haſt at laſt brought me out into a 
wealthy place.“ - | 888 
XLVII. On the fourteenth day of 11 1739, the 
burden of the Lord came upon me, and I began to open 
my mouth to-teſtify of Jeſus Chriſt, and, according to 
his word, he has been with me, and become a mouth to 
me; and, through his abundant love, has kept me from 
all doubts, and fears, and murmurings, touching my 
faith in the blood of the Lamb, and my good hope in 
him, and in a ſettled peace paſling all underſtanding. I Y 
now wait till the Lord Jeſus, my maſter, ſhall call me 9 
from his vineyard to fit dewn in his everlaſting ſabbath, : 
And of this 1 am well perſuaded, that when I have done 
the work for which I am ſent, I ſhall be no more a ſtran- 
ger upon the earth, but ſhall be caught up to Abraham's 
boſom, and be a fellow-citizen with the ſaints in the 
kingdom of my Father, and in the land of Canaan, and 
in the New Jeruſalem ſhall-I reign for ever and ever! 


Amen. 2 
Thus far hath'God helped me. 


WII. may I ſay, my life hath been 

I One ſcene of ſorrow and of fin; 

| Fr om early days ] griefs have known, 

| » as | grew, my griefs have grown, 

| 2. Dangers were always in my path, 
And fears of death, and endleſs wrath ; - 
While pale dejection in me reign'd, 

| I often wept, by grief conſtrain d. 

| 3. When parted from my company, 

| Or when | hid my pleaſures by, 

How hath uncommon dread prevail'd ! 

And fighs no more would be conceal'd, 

k 4+ 1 often to divert me ſtrove, 

i And try'd my troubles to remove: 

| 1 ſung, and utter'd ſighs between; 

| Aifay*d to ſtifle guilt with ſin. 


— 
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8. But oh! not all that I could do 
Would ſtop the current of my woe : 
Convictions ſtill my vileneſs ſhew'd! | 
How great my guilt ! how gone from God?! 
6. Prevented that I could not die, 
Nor might to one kind refuge fly ; 
. Juſt like the orphan did I mourn ; 
Forſook by all, and _ RN fall 
Though ev'ry day I wail'd m 
Three yn of grief exceeded all ! 4 
No reſt I knew! a ſlave to fin! 
With ſcarce a ſpark of hope between! 
8. From ev' ry mortal eyelid veil'd, 
My heart I kept, my grief conceal'd; 
Till eighteen tedious years were o'er, 
In ſecret all my crots i bore. — 
9. To none but the omniſcient eye 
Would I unlock my miſery : 
Nor even to my friends impart, 
The cloſe diſtemper of my heart. 
0. The world beheld my chearful mien 
| (Nor gueſs'd my woe, tv ali unieen) 
They by appearance judg'd ; nor knew 
The troubles that I waded through. 
11. Euſt, anger, blaſphemy, and pride, 
With legions of ſuch ills beſide, | 
Troubled my thoughts; while doubts and feary 
Clouded and darken'd all my years. 
12. Quite tir'd at laſt, | ſat me down 
Some diſtance from my native town, 
Yet within fight ; near where the Thames 
Glides filent by in fruitful ſtreams. 
13. Sighs now no more would be confin'd, 
They bteath'd the trouble of my mind: a 
I with'd for death! and check'd the word, 
And pray'd deſpairing for the Lord! 
14. Unhappy more than all on earth 
I thought the place that gave me birth: 
| Sadneſs, and ſtrangeſt thoughts me fill'd, 
As ILits ragged * walls beheld. Be 


15. Much 
The Abbey walls. 
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- Ig. Much like the buildings [ appear'd ; 
Greatly demoliſh'd, yet *twas ſpar'd : 
One for its ancient worth and fame, 
But O! my ancient boaſt was ſhame. 
16. Why I was ſpar'd (ſo nigh to hell 9 
God only knew! 1 could not tell: 
But thought—ſuch as is vonder wall, 
I ſtand decaying fince the fall. 
17. Should that be razed to the ground, 
Its happy end would there be found :. 
But I (when driven hence) muſt be 
Condemn'd to al! eternity. 
18. Cloſe by the hill (my ſcat) there Rood 


The ruins of a noted wood: 
Among whoſe trees, beneath whoſe ſhade, 
The birds their habitation made. | 
19. While I was mufing, nigh deſpair, 
"They ſung—and- | awhile gave ear, 
deftectin midſt their harmony, 
10 bleſt is ev'ry one but me! 
20. No care of future life or woe, 
Nor grief, nor ſin, they ever know: , 
When death declares their deſtiny, 
In filence they ſhall ever lie. £3 
| |. 21. Thus all things added to my pain, 
i And ſtill compell'd me to complain: 
| Till fible clouds began to riſe, 
And gather in the Eaſtern ſkies. | 
22. Call'd now to bid the fields adieu, 
I rofe oppreſt and heavy too: 
Wiſhes for reſt employ'd my tongue, 
But O! my journey yet was long. 
23: Home to my houſe unhelp'd I went, 
Bewailing ſtill my baniſhment : 
The houfe, alas! ho reſt could yield, 
Still comfortleſs as was the field. 
24. Weary with travail, yet unknown 
To all but God and me alone: 
Vet nine long months for peace I trove, 
A ſtranger ſtill to eaſe and love, 


29. Har- 


$ 
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23. Harden'd in grief, inur'd to woe, 
Train'd up in fears and perils too: 
I ſaid, It ever thus mult be, 
No quiet is permitted me. 3 8 
26. Hard hap! and more than heavy lot, 
Eſtrang'd from peace, by God forgot: . 
That 1 muſt bear (by heav'n conſign'd) 
The terrors of a troubled min. 
| 27. Strivings and wreſtlings found I vain, 
Nothing I did could ſtay my pain: 
Then gave | up my works and will, 
Reſign'd to ſhare in heaven or hell. 
28. Like ſome poor pris'ner at the bar! 
Conſcious of guilt, of fin and fear; 
Arraign'd, and felf-condemn'd I ſtood, 
Loſt in the world, and in my blood! 
29. Yet here midſt blackeſt clouds confin'd, 
A beam from Chriſt the day-ſtar ſhin'd:; ; 
Surely, thought I, if Jeſus pleaſe, 
He freely can reftore me peace. 
30. He dy'd for finners! I am one l. 
May be he did for me atone: 
Though I am nothing elſe but fin, 
He (if he will) can make me clean ! 
31. Thus light came, in, and I believ'd! 
Myſelf forgot, and help receiv'd! 
My Saviour then I know I found! ED. 
And, preſs'd by guilt, no more I groan'd. 
32. O happy hour! in which I ceas'd 
From man ; for then I founda reſt! . 
No longer was my Lord unknown! 
Thy light, O Jeſus, in me ſnone! 
33. | ign'rant of thy righteouſneſs, 
Set up my labours in its place! 
Forgot for why thy blood was ſhed, 
And pray'd, and faſted in its ſtead. 
4. Bleſs'd be thy name, for now I know 
I ahd my works can nothing do : | 
The Lord alone can ranſom man, 
For this the ſpotleſs Lamb was ſlain, 


35- Whey 
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3% When ſacrifices, works and pray'r, 
pros vain, and ineffectual were, mY 2 
Lo! then I come,” the Saviour cry'd, 
. And bleeding bow'd his head, and dy'd! 
36. He dy'd for all whoever ſaw 
No help in them, nor by the law: 
I this have ſeen; and glad I own, 
e Salvation is by Chriſt alone!“ 
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